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By  PHILIP  SNOWDEN 


'I'he  Government  are  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the  country  on  the  question  of 
Free  I’rade  wi*:hin  the  Empire,  with  Protection  against  the  foreigner.  It  is  important, 
tEai^he  sulyect  shouh^be^yetUhat^^  clear  and  intelligent  opinions 

formed  upon  it. 

'I'he  question  must  be  considered  apart  from  sentiment 
matter,  and  it  must  be  co 

which  would  affect  the  United  Kingdom  to  an  enormo 
rest  of  the  em{)iie.  In  a short  article  the  subject  c 
elaboration  nor  figures  given  to  support  conclusions 
a few  results  which  would  follow  the  adoption 

We  ire,  as  a legacy  of  the  mistaken  commercial  policy 
years,  a nation  of  manufacturers.  Our  raiv  materials,  except 
imported  'I'he  exj)ortation  of  these  resources,  coal  and  iron,  is 
country  of  its  natural  wealth,  and  must  eventually  lead  ter  national  impoverishment. 
Raw  material  and  food  we  have  to  import.  We  have  millions  of  our  population, 
under  present  conditions,  dependent  for  a living  on  the  maintenance  ot  our  export 
trade  of  manufactured  goods.  Any  loss  of  the  foreign  trade  will  cause  widespread 
distress.  'I'hat  trade  must  be  maintained,  and,  if  possible,  increased,  until  we  have 
hrmly  e.stablished  a more  natural  industrial  state. 

Granting  that  our  foreign  trade  must  for  some  time  be  maintained,  if  possibUj 
the  contention  of  the  Free  'I'raders  that  cheap  raw  material  and  cheap  living  are 
necessary,  is  sound.  Mr  Chamberlain’s  proposal,  if  carried  into  effect,  would 
consitlerably  increase  the  cost  of  both.  It  was  admitted  that  taxation  of  food 
wouhl  bt  neces  ary.  We  import  ^200,000,000  worth  of  food  annually.  A 10  pel 
cent,  tax  on  this  would  cost  a shilling  a week  on  the  average  to  every  family  of  five 
pi’rsons.  At  present  nearly  one-half  of  the  working-class  population  are  not  able 
to  get  sutficient  food  to  make  them  efficient.  A tax  cn  food  would  reduce  the 
|)hysical  condition  of  the  w'orkers  still  further,  and  lessen  their  efficiency  as  workers 
'rills  lessened  efficiency  would  increase  the  cost  of  production.  A tax  on  imports 


It  is  a busineJfiri^ 

nsidered  on  the  hard  tacts  of  the  case.  It  is  a matfi^^ 

>usly  greater  extent  than  th<^ 
annot  be  treated  with  any! 
I want,  however,  to  summarisel 
of  this  scheme. 

of  the  last  hundred 
coal  and  iron,  are 
draining  the 


L 


if  takes  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  consumer  much  more 

nan  it  firings  into  the  Exchequer  of  the  State. 

material,  it  was  said  in  Parliament,  might  not  be  necessary.  Be 
f be  necessary.  'I’lie  only  article  we  get  from  the  colonies  to  a grerA 

foreign  countries  is  wool.  Australia  and  Cape  Colony  will  w;u| 
protecting  against  the  competition  of  South  America.  No  scheme  of  the  kina 

1 be  accepled  if  it  did  not  tax  wool,  the  staple  trade  of  Australia  and 

^ exports  of  corn  are  to  be  protected  against  the  United 
f - sand  Russia,  the  wotil  trade  of  the  other  colonies  must  be  protected  in  the 
same  way.  A tax  on  South  American  wool  will  raise  the  price  of  Colonial  and 
^ngiish  wool  to  a figure  which  will  destroy  our  export  of  woollen  goods,  throw  tens 
ot  thousands  out  of  employment,  and  increase  the  price  of  clothing  to  all. 

frr.  necessary  to  tax,  because  we  get  practically  no  raw  cotton 

^ ««  American 

^ cause  reprisals.  America  is  not  much  concerned 

soon  be  so  large  as  to  lake  all  the  raw  cotton  grown  in  the  States^  But 

raw  r^n  United  States  would  no  doubt  put  an  export  duty  on 

raise  the  price  of  the  material  to  a figure  which  wLld 

This  f Lancashire  cotton  factory  to  compete  in  the  world\s  market, 

inis  is  what  Mr.  Chamberlains  proposal  has  in  store  for  Lancashire. 

^ increase  of  trade  with  our  colonies  which  would  be  likely  to  follow  would 

u ■ already  the  system  applied  to  two-thirds  of 

whh  Lmpire.  With  the  three  hundred  millions  of  India, 

our  tJade^  ^ Protect  themselves  against 

our  trade.  Canada  for  six  years  has  given  us  pnTcrentialjates.  He£e  we  may  see_ 

D U J Zoiiverein  in  increasing  ^ur  colonial  trade;'  Preferential 
®Wfor  British  goods  entering  Canada  have  hud  the  effect  during  the  last  six  years 

r loo^ner  r-.'f  'h“  United  .Scales  ha,s  increased  its  exports  to  Canada  fjy 

I Fmn  re  won  ;;  effl,  "I''''*'  P"““‘‘''i?e ! Total  Free  Trade  with  our 

thb  we  shon  n L“  ”‘™‘  “f  ;^3S.ooo,ooo  a year  only.  For 

doL  ?„-7l  ^ three-qu,arters  of  our  present  e.xport  trade  ihich  is 

none  with  foreign  counUies.  ^ v»mv,n  is 

r-Fk  ^1'^  Zollverein  would  be  to  dislocate  our  present  trade 

^ f another;  to  enormously  increase  unemployment^  to  increase 

the  cos  of  hving  ; to  embitter  our  international  relations  ; ai  d it  Nvould  not  benefit 
our  colonies  to  any  material  extent.  oenetit 

1 The  idea  of  the  Manchester  .School  that  we  should  devote  ourselves  to  buildintr 

should  he  the  workshop  of  the  \TorW  wa  " f 
stake.  1 he  tendency  all  over  the  world  is  for  manufactures  to  .settle  down  wher; 

3“v‘r“'" 

national  indusUy.'^  Wllen  wrjwoducrotn  ow^^^  fxvf 

eneigLTj  po, minora;™  iT" 

fatesf  red^i^rr T;  / V “’f  ^'‘ernauve  wo  propose  to  .Mr.  Chamberlain’s 

latest  lefl-Jierring. — Reprinted  from  the  AZ.aP.  Aavs. 


